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2013 TWILIGHT GALA EVENT 
PROGRAM SCHEDULE

The Event is from 6:30pm - Midnight

6:30 PM	 Registration starts, Silent Auction bidding starts, appetizers are 	

		  brought around to bidders, bar is open.

8:00 PM	 Close Auction, Dinner service begins 

8:05 PM	 Bill Mancini, NSCIA CT President’s Welcome

8:10 PM	 Guest Speaker, Paul Nitz of U.S. Paralympic Team

8:30 PM	 Live Auction during dinner

9:30 PM	 Close of dinner, purchase silent auction items, dancing begins

Midnight	 Stop Music & Close Event



WHO WE ARE:

- We are individuals with spinal cord injuries 
and/or spinal cord injury related diseases. 

- We are family members and friends of 
persons with spinal cord injuries.

- We are professionals in various related 
fi elds striving to improve the quality of life 
for persons with spinal cord injuries.

Our purpose is to help persons with spinal 
cord injury and/or disease restructure and 
rebuild their lives. We offer the experiences 
and support of persons who successfully 
live with spinal cord injury. We can provide 
an individual with information regarding 
spinal cord injury. We want to help you learn 
to live with the extensive changes you will 
experience at home, at work, at school and 
in various relationships with others.

The Connecticut Chapter of the National 
Spinal Cord Injury Association is part of a 
nationwide network of people committed 
to: Providing better services to individuals, 
families and communities to assist persons 
with spinal cord injuries. Prevention 
activities and campaigns to reduce the 
incidents that cause spinal cord injuries. 
Supporting research aimed at improving 
the quality of medical care and eventually, a 
cure for paralysis.

The Chapter is committed to ensuring anyone 
with a spinal cord injury has the opportunity 
for a full, meaningful, independent and 
active life.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

NSCIA CT Chapter
Call 203-284-1045
Email nsciact@gmail.com
Website www.sciact.org

GOALS:
SUPPORT & SHARING
We share our experiences and ideas with 
each other through community support 
groups. Through our Peer Assistance 
Program, spinal cord injured persons who 
have successfully coped with the results of 
their injuries assist newly injured individuals 
and their families adjust to changes in their 
lifestyle.

RESOURCES
We provide information about specifi c 
programs and services available to spinal 
cord injured persons. Use our Connecticut 
Resource Directory as a helpful resource. 
We also provide a quarterly membership 
newsletter, The ConnCord.  We also have 
a website available to all interested parties, 
www.sciact.org.

COMMUNITY AWARENESS &
PREVENTION
We share information on spinal cord injury 
and its impact on a person’s lifestyle. 
Our Stop Trauma Program explains the 
causes and consequences of spinal cord 
and acquired brain injury. This program is 
available to those interested on request to 
educators who want to bring the message of 
trauma prevention into the classroom.

EDUCATION
We sponsor and support informational 
seminars for persons with spinal cord 
injury and/or related diseases, health 
care professionals and the general public 
addressing issues of spinal cord injury.

ADVOCACY & LEGISLATION
We fi ght for the rights of present and future 
spinal cord injured persons and their families. 
We inform newly injured individuals of these 
rights.Call 203.284.2910



	
Tonight’s Guest Speaker: Paul Nitz

	 In 2000, Paralympic track & field star, Paul Nitz achieved his dream and won his third 
consecutive Gold Medal in the 100-meter race at the Paralympic Games in Sydney, Australia. 
In 1992, he won gold at the Paralympic Games in Barcelona, Spain and at the 1996 Paralympic 
Games in Atlanta, GA he set a new World Record in the 100-meter race and won the Gold 
Medal.

	 “Sports have driven just about everything I’ve done,” says Paul, who was born with a 
spinal cord injury, and grew up playing basketball, indoor hockey, football and track. Wanting a 
college experience that included sports as well as academics, he chose Southwest State University, 
in Minnesota, where he competed on their intercollegiate wheelchair basketball team. After 
graduation Paul joined The Hartford where he works as a Senior Underwriting Analyst.
	
	 Paul competed in his fourth Paralympic Games in Athens, Greece in 2004 but did not win 
any medals. Paul was on track to make the 2008 Paralympic Team but due to a medical condition, 
Paul unfortunately did not make the team.  At the 2010 Track & Field National Championships, 
Paul won the Gold Medal in the 100m and took Bronze Medal in the 200m.  Paul’s training paid 
off as he captured a bronze medal in the 100m at the Paralympic Games of London

Career Highlights:
	 • 2012 Bronze Medal, 100m-Paralympic Games, London
	 • 2011: Bronze Medal, 100m- IPC Athletics World Championships, Christchurch, NZ
	 • 2010: Gold Medal, 100m; bronze medal, 200m – U.S National Championships, 
		  Miramar, Fl
	 • 2004: Athens Paralympic Games 
	 • 2000: Gold Medal, 100m- Paralympic Games, Sydney Australia 
	 • 1996: Gold Medal, 100m- Paralympic Games, Atlanta, GA
	 • 1992: Gold Medal, 100m- Paralympic Games, Barcelona, Spain

	 In 1992 Paul joined The Hartford as a full-time employee. Furthermore, Paul works 
closely with The Hartford, Founding Partner of U.S. Paralympics, a division of the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee, helping to positively change public attitudes and perceptions about disability.  



Brad Field forecasts Connecticut’s weather on NBC Connecticut News at 5 p.m., 5:30 

p.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. He’s been with NBC Connecticut since March 1983. He has 

been awarded the American Meteorological Society’s “Seal of Approval For Excellence 

In Television Weathercasting.” Brad has also received awards for his coverage of 

Hurricane Gloria and the blizzards of 1995-’96.

Brad is a New England native who received his bachelor of science degree in meteorology 

from the College of Pure and Applied Science at the University of Lowell, in Lowell, 

Mass.

Before he came to NBC Connecticut, Brad worked in Providence, R.I., where he was 

a meteorologist at WLNE-TV for three years. He has also worked at Weather Services 

Corporation in Bedford, Mass., and enjoyed forecasting for the Boston Red Sox.

Brad, his wife, Sandy, and sons, Curtis and Connor, live in the northwest hills of 

Connecticut. He enjoys hockey, baseball, skiing, football, politics and history.

Follow Brad on Twitter @BradNBCCT

Special Guest Emcee
Brad Field



Proud to Support the NSCIA CT Chapter and the
Christopher Reeve Foundation 4th Annual 

Twilight Gala 2013 

28 Mashamoquet Rd, Pomfret Ctr, CT 06259

Toll Free 800.321.4442

Enhancing Independent Lifestyles

www.HudsonMobility.com

Please call or visit our websites to learn more... 

Providing Independent Living Solutions for over 32 Years! 

Home Access
Stairway Lifts
Wheelchair Lifts
Access Ramps
Transfer Systems
Bathroom Access
Door Automation
Licensed Tech’s
Fast Installation

Seating & Mobility
Power Chairs
Manual Chairs
Motorized Scooters
Seat & Back Cushions
Customization
Seating Accessories
Standing Equipment
ATP Certified Staff

Daily Living Aids 
Walking Aids
Bath Safety Aids
Toileting Aids
Homecare Beds
Patient Lifts
Support Surfaces
Grab Bars
Seat Lift Chairs

Toll Free 866.321.4442
151 Rockwell Road, Newington, CT 06111

www.HudsonAccess.com

* Gold Sponsor



� Bronze Sponsor
* Gold Sponsor



203-284-2910 nscact@gmail.com www.sciact.org 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thank you all for attending the 4th	Annual	Twilight	Gala	and	Auction	to	
benefit the National Spinal Cord Injury,	Connecticut	Chapter.		I	was	
President	a	few	years	back	and	am	looking	forward	to	the	setting	the	
Chapter in a positive direction in the coming years.

This year the board directors	are	looking	towards	continuing	to	maintain successful funding raising events, 
i.e.,	the	Golf	Tournament	and	Gala.	However,	we	are also looking to build on our stable of support and 
resources that has made this Chapter a national role model. 

We are in the process of scheduling a peer assistance training and re-organizing the program to make it 
more	effective	and	open	to	newly	injured	individuals.		In	addition,	we	will	be	adding	a	support	group	in	
the	Fairfield	County	area.	The	Powerful	Tools	for	Caregivers program continues to hold training classes 
for	family	members	who	are	also	struggling.		I	would	like	to	conclude	that	we	will	be	republishing	the	
Resource Directory and each member	will	receive	an	updated	issue.	

I encourage all of you to attend	our	board	meetings	which	meet	on	the second Wednesday of each month.  
The Board is looking to expand and has open spot available to those that are interested. Your voice is 
needed in order to continue providing support.  If you	would	like	to	be	included	on	our	mailing	list,	please	
complete	the	bottom	portion	and	mail	to	NSCIA	CT	Chapter,	c/o	Gaylord	Hospital,	PO	Box	400,	
Wallingford, CT 06492.

Bill Mancini,  
President 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ___________________________ 

Home #: __________________________________ Cell #: _____________________________________ 

Email Address:  ________________________________________________________________________ 



Gold
Hudson Seating & Mobility                               Advanced Wheels of Technology Inc

Silver
The Rehabilitation Hospital of CT/ St Francis Care       Gaylord Specialty Healthcare

Bronze
ATG Rehab                                                           ProHealth Physicians
Hartford Hospital Rehabilitation Network           Hanger Orthotics andProsthetics
Dr Matthew Raymond                                          Pride Mobility
Interim Healthcare                                                The Pearlman Family
Dr Subramani Seetharama                                    Norcom

Donors and Patrons
Robert and Debra Coiteux                                    Sunrise Medical
Comfort Company                                                Super Smoke Shop, Colchester, CT
Priam Vineyards                                                    Bogle Vineyards
Rehab Marketing                                                  Permobil
Anne Dwyer                                                         J Gilberts
Joey Garlics                                                          Salute
Black Bear Saloon                                                Feng
Lux Bong & Greene                                             M&R Liquor
Silver Dahlia                                                         Roosters
Bricco                                                                    Plan B

ALL OF OUR 
SPONSORS 

AND 
DONORS



“Thank you for your tirelss 
efforts towards supporting those 

with spinal cord injuries”

Dr. Matthew Raymond

CT Rehabilitation & Spasticity Care, LLC

Southington, CT

P 860.628.3111 
F 860.629.3119

* Bronze Sponsor * Bronze Sponsor

* Silver Sponsor



www.interimhealthcare.com

You have a lot on your plate. From patients and programs, to follow up and coordination, a
Case Manager’s daily routine is all about facing challenges and dealing with the unexpected.

Which is why Interim HealthCare can make your day a little easier. With 40 years of experience
providing home care across the country, you can count on us to support your goals. We provide
a comprehensive scope of services and we work with Medicare, Medicaid and nearly every
managed care plan. Our expertise includes long term continuous care as well as intermittent
services. We’re responsive and we communicate with you according to your protocols.  

And while those are all good reasons to choose us, the best reason may be right around the
corner. Because with more than 300 offices nationwide, chances are you already know us.
We’re the home care company that just fits with what you’re looking for.  

Interim HealthCare. We’re here.

Looking for a home care company

that makes your day easier?

We’re Here.

231 Farmington Ave
Farmington, CT 06032

(860) 677-0005

Ekso is designed for people with lower-extremity 
paralysis and is available in Connecticut only at 
Gaylord Specialty Healthcare. 

Gaylord Specialty Healthcare
One of  14 Model Spinal Cord Injury Centers in the 
United States. Specializing in:  

Brain Injury
Stroke Recovery

Complex Pulmonary and Vent Weaning  
Neurological Rehabilitation  

Orthopedics and Sports Medicine 
Sleep Medicine

care hospital located in Wallingford, CT. 

Ekso Bionic Makes 
Walking Possible.

www.gaylord.org

For more information email 
publicrelations@gaylord.org or call 
203-284-2835 to reach “The Ekso Line” 
and someone will get back to you.

www.hanger.com

Hanger Clinic provides an array of rehabilitative solutions, 
including WalkAide®, the preferred alternative to bracing.

bracing/supports ® (for foot drop)
Contact us for a free evaluation at 877-4HANGER.

Farmington  Hartford  New London  North Haven  Stratford
Torrington  Vernon  Waterbury  Wethersfield

1 VISION700 CLINICS150 YEARS

* Bronze Sponsor * Bronze Sponsor * Bronze Sponsor

	
	
	
	

* Silver Sponsor



Nationally Recognized for 
Patient-Centered Care!

Patients Trust
ProHealth!

Nationally Recognized for 

ProHealth Physicians cares for more 
than 300,000 people in Connecticut. 
To schedule your fi rst visit, call 
toll-free: 855-CTMD-411.

ProHealth Physicians is a proud sponsor of the 2013 Twilight Gala.

� Bronze Sponsor

The Obie Harrington-Howes
Foundation

is proud to sponsor the

2013 NSCIA Twilight Gala

We bring out the Best in you!    

 Physical Therapy  Occupational Therapy  Speech Therapy 
Athletic Training Services  Health and Wellness Services 

Call us at 860.696.2500, visit us at www.easternrehab.net  
or stop in at one of our convenient locations  

  

Avon     East Hartford     Enfield     Glastonbury     Granby     Hartford 
Meriden     Wallingford    West Hartford     Wethersfield    Windsor      

� Bronze Sponsor

� Bronze Sponsor

* Bronze Sponsor * Bronze Sponsor



David Kusmierski
Territory Business Manager
dkusmierski@invacare.com

860.818.1880 (c)

INVACARE
CORPORATION

One Invacare Way

Elyria, OH 44035

USA

800.333.6900

invacare.com

800.564.9248

comfortcompany.com

* Bronze Sponsor



•  RESUMES
•  LETTERHEADS
•		ENVELOPES
•  BUSINESS CARDS
•		ANNOUNCEMENTS
•		BROCHURES
•  FLYERS
•  RUBBER STAMPS
•		CARBONLESS	FORMS
•		POSTCARDS
•  MANUALS
•		INVITATIONS
•  TICKETS
•		WEDDING	INVITATIONS
•  GUMMED LABELS
•		COLOR	PRINTING

We Specialize In

QUALITY • SERVICE • VALUE
(and we do just about everything!)

PLEASE CALL US FOR A
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

632 Cromwell Ave.
(Route 3) (Pavillion West)

Rocky Hill, CT  06067

SINCE

1985

(860) 529-4141
Fax: (860) 257-8844
www.pbmprinters.com

HIGH SPEED
COPYING

* Bronze Sponsor



The Pearlman Family 
of Glastonbury and Simsbury, Connecticut

Acknowledges with Eternal Gratitude

SUBRAMANI SEETHARAMA, MD

&

the Extraordinary Team of Medical Professionals, 

He Led In the Care, Recovery and Rehabilitation of

Susan T. Pearlman
Our Dear Wife, Mother and Grandmother.

We Also Wish to Acknowledge 

Dr. Seetharama’s Numerous Contributions

To the Cause of Bettering the Lives of 

Spinal Cord Injury Patients Everywhere.

* Bronze Sponsor



SILENT AUCTION BID
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

SAVE THE DATE!!!

The 5th Annual Twilight Gala

March 8th 2014
The Aqua Turf
Plantsville, CT


